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HIS Diſcourſe 1 as bafily written, 
upon very little Notice, and with 
great Iuterruptions, and intended 
only for a popular Audience. Some of which 
Conſiderations, I hope, will be allow d in my 

Excuſe. However, I have had ſome Ground 
of Encouragement to think it might do good, 
amongst thoſe, at leaſt, for whom it was de- 
ind. And if it may, 1 ſhall be the leſs 
concern'd for my own Reputation, or 21 any 
Refiection that may be made upon it. 


Fer, I find, 1 mf not hope to eſcape all, 
let me write and ſpeak with all the Care 7 
can. What ſhould be the Ground and Reaſon 
_ of all that Diſpleaſure that has riſen of late, 
and the Clamour which has been ſet up again/t 9 
me, upon the Aecount of a Sermon at the 
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The PREFACE 


laf Oxford Aſſizes, I cannot yet apprehend, 
nor diſcover with all my Pains, If I know 
my own Thoughts, and dare trust them at 


— 


any Time, / am not ſenſible of any ill De. 5 
I had then, either in the preaching, or pub- 
liſhing that Diſcourſe ; nor can I find, upon 


the cloſet Examination of it, any thing, that 
{ have deliver d there, mwhichis not throuehly 
con/itent with Reaſon and Chriſtianity : 


fo very far am 1 from apprehending any 


Principles of Faction, or Sedition, or Re- 
Bellion there, agains7 any Kingdom, but that 
of Darkneſs, zo which, I hope, I may have 
leave 70 profeſs my ſelf an Enemy. 


That I make any direct or oblique Bos 


feBions on the QuEEN, [utterly deny : Nay 


TI appeal io all the World, whether I am not 


particularly careful to expreſs my ſelf with 


all the Duty and Yeneration to Her that / 


ought. And twas eaſy for me to do ſo, he- 
_ cauſe T was all the while Writing. from my 
own Heart and Aßections. For lis my Opi- 
nion, and ſball be my conSlant Aſſert ion, that, 


if Te once go off from our Zeal and Duty to 
Her preſent Majeſty, tis to no purpoſe 70 pre- 


2 Obedience aud dud 40 any Prince 


here- 


The 5K E F A C E 


Nader, from any FINES of the Church 
of En gland. 


If I have then ſaid, any - thing there * 1 


Danger of theſe Times, it was directed againſt 
thoſe ill Men, that are both the QUEEN'S 


Enemies and Ours. For, though we fear no 


Danger, for any want of Zeal and Affection 
40 the Church of England zz Her Majeſty; 
and do verily believe in our Hearts, we never 
/hall have reaſon : Tet have we no Enemies 
to contend again$ in theſe Days? None that 


2e have reaſon 10 be afraid of * Are there no 
 Schiſmaticks, Hereticks, and Republicans 


among t us? Men, whoſe Principles are ut- 
terly tncon/iStent with the Peace and Happi- 


neſs of our Constitution; or even with the 
very Continuance of it. Have we none that 

endeavour to mole our Peace, and would 
be glad to ſee our Ruine? Aud don't we ſee 


eMen of no Religion, for that very reaſon, 


Aribe in, and join their Cry with all thoſe 


hat oppoſe Ours, / irreconcileable an Enemy 


zo their looſe and vicious Lives? Aud have 
not theſe Men as much Malice as ever, and 


are they not as active? And can it be a 
| Breach 4 ny to Gop, or the QUEEN, 
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The PREFACE. : 


for thoſe, who by their Office are e 40 

watch over the Church, to warn Men of their 
Danger from ſuch Perſons? Mut Te cry 
peace, peace, when there is no peace? Or, 
are we not rather bound in Conſcience, and 


in Purſuance of ourgreat Maſter's Commiſſion, 

a, lift up our voice like a trumpet, and to 

he the people their tranſgreſſions, and the 

| houſe of Jacob their fins? And has not God 

Jer. 1. 17. hreaten d, that he will confound us before 
their Faces of we do otherwiſe ? 
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Can we then think our ſelves ſecure from 
thoſe Men? who, 'tis certain, want no Will 
to rume us at any lime, howſoever they en- 
deavour now 70 give in falſe and counterfeit 
Repreſentations of themſelves, and to palliate 
and varniſh over their baſe and dangerous 
De/igns , by ſmooth and hypocritical Pre. 
Fences *®, Do we not hear ſome Men every 
Day expreſs all the Rancour and Bitterneſs 
4 Zhe Church of England tha? 'tis 
poſſible? Amongst whom the very Name of a 
Church man 1s a Reproach, and can hardly 
eſcape the Violence of rude Hands. Are 


As an Inſtance of hi ſee the Dedicat, before the Rights 
of the FIRES 
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The PREFACE 


there not Men + that continually throw out 
their Poiſon againſt the 1 wo pure Fountains 


of Religion and Learning, the Univerſities ? 
That endeavour to poſſeſs the World with ill 
Opinions of us ; and to repreſent us as the 
Nurſeries of Rebellion and Haction, of bad 


Principles and worſe Practices. And, who 


can tell of what fatal Conſequence this may 


be to the Peace and Welfare of the Nation, 


When thoſe Two ſo very conſiderable Bodies | 


in the Church and State Hall be thus im- 


pudently rraduc d? when thoſe Streams, 


that reach throughout the whole Kingdom , 


ſhall be thus foul d and polluted by the im- 
pure unhallow d Feet of theſe Sinners againſt | 


their own Souls! 


And to 8 up, and compleat the Inſolonce 


of all the rest, Are there not Men in theſe 
Days *, who dare threaten us with our own 


Danger, and tell us, that we may have Occa- 
ion, in alittle time, to practicè thoſe Prin- 


les of Meekneſs and Patience, which We 


Idee the Reviews and Obfervators. "Tis beneath a Man to 
wake Notice of the Impudence of theſe Fellows, any farther, 

khan they certainly ſpeak the Senſe of the whole Faction. 

See the Review Numb. 107, and another to which that 


teach? _ 


refers. 
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"The PREFACE F 


each ? And is there 10 Danger from ſuch | 

Men as theſe? Aud can we diſſemble it? 
And are we not bound in Duty to teach Men 
io he aware Hit? Ti again/? boſe Men then, 
and theſe things, that I intended, whatſoever 

any Man may Think 1 have ſpoken 700 ſeverely 
in that * 


And now, how the World may ae? with 
me, or any of my Papers upon this Account, 
Ido not ſo very well know nor am I very care- 

ful: This one thing, by the Grace of God, I 

am fully reſolv'd in, That the Defence of 

Truth, and the Anſwer of a Good Conſcience, 

ought 70 be dearer to me, than any Interests 
in the World, than even my very Life 7 elf 
and 21 _ they ever will be. 
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ISAIAH LIV. 17. 


No Weapon that 1s formed againſt thee Aal 


proſper ; and every tongue that thall riſe 


against thee in Judgment, Zhou Jhalt con- 


demn. 


H E Promiſe here made of a Divine Protection 


ſures her, upon his infallible Word, and upon 
the Pledge of his infinite and uncontrolable Power, no 


Deſigns or Practices of her Enemies ſhould ever prevail, 
how well ſoever form'd and ſet together by the Rules 8 


Policy, or the deepeſt Skill and Artifice of Malice. 


all their ſecret Plots and Contrivances, and in their Wa | 
Open and Violent Aſſaults, he tells us, he would be ſure 
to diſappoint them by the Might of his own Hand: And 


in their more refin'd, but not leſs malicious Methods of Pro- 


ceeding againſt her, by the way of Cavil and Objection, 
Diſpute and Controverſy, {he ber elf ſhould be ſufficient- 
ly able to Confute and Baifle them, by the Clearneſs and 
Evidence of her Truth : No weapon that ts Enn 207 | 
A 4 ee 


and Security from Evil, is immediately directed 
to the Church of God, againſt which God aſ- 
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thee ſhall proſper ; and every tongue that ſhall riſe againſt thee 
in judgment thou ſhalt condemn. We e 
And beyond theſe two things, if we conſider them 
both together, the mighty Strength of ker Defence and 
Preſervation from without, and the firmneſs of her own 
Cauſe and Conſtitution within, there can be nothing elſe 
neceſſary to give us the utmoſt Satisfaction of her Conti- 
nuance and everlaſting Eſtabliſhment, _ 3 
To this purpoſe therefore God is pleas'd, from the 
11th Verfe of this Chapter, to diſplay the full Force of 
both theſe Arguments for the Church's Security, as it re- 
lies upon dis Providence, and her own internal Excellency; 
and to ſpeak ſo great things of her, and in Terms of ſuch _ 
high Importance, as imply the moſt glorious State of 
Perfection in the Church, that tis poſſible for any Conſti- 
tution in this World to arrive to. Speaking to the Church, 
in the 11 and 12th Verſes, by the way of Reſemblance 
of her to a Building, (a Style very frequent both in the 
Old and New Teſtament) he tell her thus, I will lay ti ſtones 
with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with Saphires; 
And 1 will make thy windows of Agates, and thy gates of Car- 
buncles, and all thy borders of pleaſant ſtones ; that is, he 
would ſpare no Coſt or Charge about her , that every 
part of her Structure mult have in it a due Proportion of 
Ornament and Strength, of Firmnefs and Beauty to- 
gether : For this we know is the peculiar Excellency of 
thoſe precious ſtones, that are here brought in by the Pro- 
phet, as the choice Materials of her Compoſition, Fo 
And becauſe they are ſo, and for that the Church is 
here ſaid to be founded upon, and built up with them; 
hence we are enabled the better to underſtand what is here 
intended by this fgurative way of Speaking, viz. Al that 
divine Excellency of Doctrine and Government, which ; 
are neceſſary and eſſential to the Church of God; _ 
; which 
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| which | it was at felt founded, and by which i it mull always 


ſtand. Which appears more evident yet from what 
follows in the 13th and 14th Verſes, where the Pro- 


phet comes a little to explain himſelf; A thy children 
ſhall be taught of the Lord, and great ſhall be the peace of thy 
children. 15 righteouſnoſ. s ſhalt thou be eſtabliſb d.. 


Thus far then we ſee the Prophet repreſents the 
Church's Security from her own inward Strength and Con- 
ſtitution. In the two next Verſes before the Text fol- 
lows her Protection from without, from the Power and 
Providence of God ſurrounding and guarding her on c- 
very ſide, from the Secret and Open Attempts of thoſe 


that hate her: Behold, ſays God in the 15th Verſe, They 


ſpal ſurely os together, but not by me:: whoſoever ſhall 


gather together againſt thee, ſhall fall for thy ſake : that is, 
ho would certainly Blaſt and Deſeat che Deligns and In- 


tentions of her Enemies, how ſtrongly ſoever combin'd 


in their Numbers, or united in their Counſels againſt 
her. And for a Conviction to Men, that he was able 


to do all this, which he had declar'd he would do, He 


appeals, in the 16th Verſe, to his abſolute and irreſiſti- 


ble power; upon which all Creatures, even the molt 


hurtful of them, Depend, not only for cheir Being, but 


their Power of Action: And therefore, to be ſure, no- 


thing could ever prevail to do Miſchief bey ond the Bounds 


and Limits that were ſet to it by his Will, and high Per- 
miſſion. Behold, 1 have created the ſmith that bloweth the 


coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an inſirument for 
bis work ; and I have created the waſter to deſtroy : There 


is no Artificer of Fraud or Malice, but proceeds upon a 
borrow'd Strength, and can go nofarcher-than God will 


let him. The ſmith that with the tongs worketh in the 
coals, as this Prophet elſewhere expreſſes it, and faſhion- 


eth it with hammers , and worketh it with the ſtrength of If 4 2 


A 2 his 


> 8 * * 
, - 8 - % 
$6.4 . - bs 5 
* A 4; — * * 2 


3 0 
88 


— * . 
2 — 3 Wes 
__ 


._ 


"2- vv, 


* han. a. * e 
= — © — Hr * — 


1 


* y 2 9 LE al 8 l - a 
9 * *. 9 : 3 K 2 q 2 - * A, - 
7 8 ” „ - : w»Þ®, 4 © i 4 OI OO. * 2 aL 5 are 2 Ad + 2 
9 8 1 x "3 2 0 Rag, nn * . 
* ; 80 | 3 "Y Goats LIP > op 5 He — 8 * i 8 4 IST Ros n IS 1 
2 * bs I? we "od ** ” '- . © He 8 1 * Ads NES. 8 1 1 * "ID 4 . 8 3 . 
' o 8 . , > P 4, 5 8: ao 3 2 3 . Py „ Sx __ RY 
C - - . — > - 1 3 * +. By n We Y — „ — > * Sh” 


4 Sermon Preach'd Nov. Sch. 


| 
— ä a 


bis arms, muſt fail and faint in his Spirits, were it not 
for that God, from whom he derives the very Strength, 
which he abuſes to Inſtruments of Cruelty and Super- 
ſtition; he depends, both for his Ability, and for his 
Succeſs in his Work, upon a Power above him. And 
therefore where God has once made the Promiſe, the 
Church may rely upon him with a full Security , that 
| No weapon that is formed againſt her ſhall proſper ; and 
every tongue that ſhall riſe againſt her in judgment, ſhe 
ſpall condemn. = . „„ 
Which words, we now ſee, are a ſhort Inference 
drawn from the joint Force of both the former Argu- 
ments; the watchful Providence of God over his Church, 
and her o wn ſufficient Eſtabliſhment; for that God is 
infinitely Powerful and Careful of her, therefore No 
weapon that is formed againſt her ſhall proſper : and be- 
cauſe ſhe is Eſtabliſhed upon everlaſting Grounds of 
Truth, ſhe muſt prevail againſt all Exceptions of her E- 
nemies, and condemn and ſilence every tongue that ſhall riſe 
againſt her in judgment, to Arraign her Truth and In- 
nocence, e 
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In Diſcourſin g upon theſe words, I ſhall, Firſt, En- 
quire how far the Promiſe of Protection, made to 
the Church in gezeral, may be apply'd to our own 
in particular, and upon what Grounds we may hope 
for the Accompliſhment of it to our ſelves. 
Secondly, I ſhall endeavour to repreſent our former 
great Deliverances, by the Providence of God over 
us; and how fully God has acquitted his Promiſe to 
our Church hitherto, in defending us, both from 
the Deſigns, and againſt the Objections of our E- 
nemies; and this with a more particular Regard to | 
$0:ihe Oecalion of ß gcc... 
— Thirdy, | 


ts. ed a. ed a . GA. ic. Boas * „ 
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Thirdly, I will ſhew how well qualified our Church 
is at preſent to Anſwer the Cavils and Reproaches 


of her Enemies againſt her, and upon what Con- 


ditions, on our part, we may yet hope to be ſecur'd 


from their Deſigns. 


I. ſhall Firſt enquire how far the Promiſe of God's Pro- 


tection, and perpetual Defence to his Church in general, 
may be apply'd to our own in particular; and upon what 
Grounds we may hope, through God's Mercy, for the 
Accompliſhment of it to our ſelves. And 'tis no more 
than neceſſary for me to make a Diſtinction in this caſe, 


becauſe there is ſo great a Diũference here to be oblerv'd 
between a Promiſe made to the Catholick or Chriſtian 


Church in general, and the ſame when apply'd to any 


particular Church or Conſtitution whatſoever; and we 
can't depend upon the Performance of a Promiſe, when 


*is referr'd to this, or that, or any one part of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, with the ſame Evidence and Certainty of 
Faith, that we may for God's continual Preſervation of 


the Church it ſelf, For his Engagement to the Church 


in general was this, that he would build it upon a ſecure 


Foundation, and preſerve it by his Providence over it, 


and Preſence 2n it, to the end of the world; that the gates 


bf hell ſhould never prevail againſt it, that is, no de- 


ſtructive Methods of the Enemies of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ſhould ever prevail, to the final and univerſal 
Ruine of it: But that he would always keep up the 


Light of his Truth in the World, and take care, that 
'  Whatſoever darkneſs might cover the earth, and groſs dark- l 
' meſs the people, yet his Bleſſed Son ſhould have always a 
Lamp before him in the World; always a Number of ,..... - 
Men upon Earth, ſome where or other, profeſſing his 
holy eternal Truth. But then, that this Society of Men 
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owning and profeſſing the Faith of Chriſt ſhould be l 
ways che very ſame, and confin'd to the fame Place and 
Nation, he has given us no ſuch infallible Security from 
his Word, that we know of ; and we are ſure, by the 
Event, it has been ſometimes otherwiſe ; and God him- 
ſelf has often threaten'd the contrary, and executed it 
Kev. 2- 5- for the Sins of Men; When he has remov d his Candleſtick 
from a Nation, for their Abuſe of the Light which he 
had given them; and tranſlated his Kingdom from one 
Match. People to another, that would bring forth the fruits of it 
21. 43. in their Lives and Converſations. Where are now the 
Seven famous Churches of Aa, that were once the Glory 
of the Chrittian World! Has not God quench d their 
prov. 20. a0 Light, and put it out in Ohſcurity! Has he not withdrawn 
his more eſpecial Preſence from them, and given them 
vp to be fo far over- run with [gnorance, Barbariſm, and 
Superſtition, that there is hardly the Print of true Re- 
ligion to be found amongſt them! And does he not (till. 
utter them to live under the Tyranny and Oppreſſion of 
their Enemies, that rule over them with a Rod of Iron ! 
So that what we now ſee and read in the Prophecy that went 
before concerning them, in the Revelation of St. John, 
ſeems to be only an hiſtorical Account of the Evils they 
have ſuffered. 
We ſee then, that God does not think himſelf bound 
by his Faithfulneſs, or by Vertue of any Promiſe to 
«ae Church in general, to preſerve any one particular 
Church, any longer, than it has thoſe Conditions of 
' Holineſs and Purity in its own Conſtitution, and in the 
Members of it, which he expects. He will indeed al- 
ways have a Church in ſome place or other of the World, 
till the End of it: but whether our Church, or our 
Neighbours ſhall be that, or any part of it, mult de- 
bend upon other Conſiderations yet, of the Nature and 
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Quality of the Church it ſelf, and the beliaviour of thoſe 
Men that live under it. That there ſhall be ſome true 
Chriſtian Church, as long as the World continues, he 
has abſolutely promis'd, and 'tis but the juſt Reward of 
his Son's Sufferings , and he may claim it in the Righr 
and Vertue of the Covenant between God and him; tor 
he died to that End, that he might purchaſe zo bimſel 4 Tit. 2.1 
peculiar people zealous of good works, And therefore God - 
has engag'd his own Truth to him, for the Certainty of ow 
the Event, that he may ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and Leigh 93.1. 
be ſati ted. But then, we can no otherwiſe pronounce 1 
our own particular Church at any time to be that, which _ 1 


: © adi I as bono 
* © 3 * . — = 


ii 


he will always continue to preſerve, unleſs we find, upon 4 
a juſt Enquiry, thoſe Marks of a true Church in it, which _—_ 
we may hope will never fail: ſo that, in ſhort, you ſee, 1 
the Promiſe of Protection made to the Catholick Church, 5 


as ſuch, is abſolute, and without reſerve, founded only 
upon the Merits of our Saviour, and with reſpe& to thoſe 
alone: but the Promiſe to any particular Conſtitution is 
conditional, and muſt depend both upon the Nature of 


that Conſtitution, and upon our own Lives too, who are 
the Members of it. 


I ſhall hace: now endeavour to ſhew, that the 
Church of England has thoſe Qualifications or Conditions | 
in it, ſo far as concerns it ſelf, as, through the Mercy of 
God, will always engage his Preſence in, and Protection 

over it, if we are not wanting to our felves. 


The two great dr that go to make up the Nature 

of a Church, are Doctrine and Diſcipline, and there- 
fore where theſe of found the beſt and pureſt, rnat _ 4 
Church in ir ſelf is, beyond all queſiion, the moi. 1 

ſound and excellent in its Frame and Conſtitution of _ 1 
ny. 0 1 
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any other in the World, and has the ſureſt Title t to the 
Divine Protection upon that account. 

Now there is in the Church of Eng land, and we may 
appeal to all the World for it, the greateſt Purity of 
Doctrine and Worſhip poſſible; an exact Conformity be- 
tween the Laws and Rules of our Religion, as it is eſta- 
bliſh'd amongſt us, and the Religion of our Saviour, as 
we find it in the Goſpel. The Articles of our Faith are 
moſt of them expreſly aſſerted in very Words in the 
Writings of the New Teſtament; and the reſt are de- 


duced by plain and evident Conſequence from thence: 


And the Articles of our Church, as it ſtands diſtinguiſh'd 


from any other, are, every one of them, laid out and 
fram'diaccordingfto the juſt proportion of Faith, the general 
Tenour of our Saviour's and his Aj poſtles Doctrine. 18 
there any one thing, in the whole Fs. 5008 of our Religion, 


that we enjoin as neceflary in its own Nature, which is 


not clearly ſo by the Laws of Chriſtianity ? Or do we 


corrupt the Goſpel of our Saviour, by wreſting it to any 


falſe and violent Senſe, either to ferve our Intereſt, or 
diſguiſe the Faults of our Practice? Do we deal with the 
Scriptures as the Church of Rome does? Do we either 
conceal or cancel any Part of them, in order to reconcile it 
to our Vices, that ſo it may leſs thwart and oppoſe any 
erroneous Opinions or Cuſtoms amongſt us? 


He that ſhall look into the Rules of Faith and Manners 


deliver'd by the Papiſls, will find them overcharg'd with 


{ſuch Numbers of unneceſſary, and therefore anlawful Ar- 


ticles; he will find the Inventions of Men bound upon 
the Conſcience, under ſuch impudent Pretences of a 
Divine Authority, when there is not one word to be found 
for them in the Holy Scriptures, but a great deal that 
males againſt them; he will find the plaineſt Rules of 


Lite and Practice, either ſo expreſly deny d, or clearly 
dil- 
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diſappointed of their juſt Influence, by the falſe and im- 
pious Interpretations of their Doctors, that he muſt pre- 
ſently conclude the great Folly and Danger of that Re- 
ligion to the Souls of Men, and that ſurely ia vain they 
do worſhip God, teaching for doctrines ſuch commandments as 
they do. They defeat the main Deſign of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and render the only means of Grace almoſt utterly. 
ineffectual, by mixing with it ſo many of their own 
Corruptions. OR. e 


That we have then utterly renounc'd the Errors of 
theſe Men, and all others, and that we are clearly gone 
out from amongſt rhem, and have reform'd our ſelves 
upon the true Model of all Religion, the Word of God 
himſelf, is and ovght to be ſome ground of Comfort to 
us, and an Encouragement to depend on God for our 

Defence and Preſervation. For being the God of Truth, 
he will be the great Patron and Protector of it; and we 
can't but think him #here to be more immediately con- 
cern'd for its Intereſt, where he finds it in the greateſt 
Purity and Perfection: And therefore we may be ſure 
that, unleſs the Sins of Men exceed, and provoke his 
Juſtice beyond meaſure, he will never ſuffer his own 
Cauſe to fall under the Adverſarie's Hand, to be either 
undermind by the ſecret Attempts, or to be over- born by 
the violent Aſſaults of Error and Superſtition” 


So much then for the Doctrine of our Church; and 
as for our Diſciptine, and the outward Circumſtances of 
our Worſhip, even there, where ?tis left undetermin'd 
by the Word of God, and referr'd to the Prudence and 
Direction of our Church-Governours ; yet 'tis all ſo full 

of Order and Beauty; ſo well adjuſted to Men's Ne- 
ceſlities, ſo wiſely ſuited to expreſs the inward mT 
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and Temper of Religion, and to aſſiſt and promote a 
true Devotion in the Hearts of Men; that if we judge 
not according to our Prejudices, but our Reaſon, we mult 
conclude, that he, that is the God of Order is highly 
pleas'd with it, and that he will be jealous of its Ho- 


nour, and will Rand up in its Defence himſelf, as he 


requires in us a juſt Zeal and Concern for its Support. 
For as there is nothing which the Providence of God 1s 


more concern'd for in the World, than the Practice of 


Religion, ſo there can be no Frame and outward way of 
Worſhip more agreeable to his Will than that, which beſt 
ſerves the End and Intereſts of Religion. And therefore 
thoſe Ceremonies, and that Worſhip, are certainly the 
beſt and pureſt, which tend to give us the moſt worthy 

Opinions of God, to create the moſt ſerious Awe and 


Reverence in the Hearts of Men towards him, and to 


teach Men how to expreſs their inward Reſpect and Ve- 


neration, by a ſuitable Demeanour in his Preſence. 


T hope there is no need for me in this place, nor can 


I be expected, to go through the ſeveral Inſtances of 
Religion and Worſhip, in order to convince you both 


of the internal and outward Excellency of it. Thoſe, that 
conſtantly attend the Houſe of God, are better acquainted 
with the Beauty of Holineſs, than that they ſhould ſtand in 


need, upon every Occaſion, to have it prov'd to them by 
long Arguments, which they can't deny. *Twere eaſy 


otherwiſe to run through all the Doctrines of our Church, 
and ſhew the Agreeableneſs of every one of them to the 


holy Scriptures; and then to take each part of our Diſci- 
pline aſunder, and to prove its Conformity to the Word 


of God, or to the Practice of the pureſt and moſt primi- 

tive Ages of the Church, before ever Popery was heard 

of in the World ; when Religion was at the higheſt ge 
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of Perfection, both in the Hearts of its Profeſſors, and 
the Circumſtances of its Worſhip, But theſe things 'cis 
ſufficient for me to aſſert now, and not to prove; my 
Deſign being only to ſhew into what comfortable Conſe- 
quences this one Truth of the Purity and Excellency of 
our Church might be improv'd ; and what Strength of 
Argument might be drawn from thence to conclude God's 
more eſpecial Providence and watchful Concern for the 
Preſervation of a Church, which has ſo much of Per— 
fection in the Frame and Conſtitution of it 


If we obſerve the method of the Prophet's Reaſoning 
in the Verſes before my Text, we find he infers the Pro- 
miſe and Title it has to God Almighty's Protection and 

Defence, as a juſt Conſequence from thoſe admirable Ad- 
vantages of Truth and Beauty laid in the Foundation and 
Structure of it. I will make thy windows of Agates, and thy 
gates of Carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleaſant ſtones : and 
all thy children ſhall be taught of the Lord, and great ſhall be 
the peace of thy children: And from hence it tollows, No 

weapon that is form'd againſt thee ſhall proſper. When the 
Church was arriv'd to that Perfection and Glory, which 
God himſelf deſign'd for it, and in which himſelf de- 


F lighted, there ſhould then be a Defence upon all this glory; Il. 4. 5. 
and he would ſpread out the Arms of his Protection over 


it, as being a Charge more worthy of his more immediate 
Concern and Tuition. VV'; LE 


We find in the Holy Scriptures, with what Reluctance 
| God himſelf is repreſented to proceed, when the Sins of 
| Men oblige him to deſert, and extirpate a Church which 
himſelf had founded, more particularly in the 5th Chapter 
of 1/aiah, where he is brought in under Expreſſions of 
the greateſt Tenderneſs and Paſſion, een WA 
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the Jews, why they would force him by their Diſobedience 


to pluck up and root out his own vineyard, when he de- 
ſign'd the greateſt Care and Kindneſs over it, and had 


taken all the Methods poſſible for its Preſervation and 


Continuance. But they had diſappointed all by their Sins, 


and therefore he was zom conſtrain'd, even contrary to 


his own Inclinations, to deſert them, to break down the 
hedge of their Defence, and to leave them open to the 


- Rapine and Violence of their Enemies. And nom, O in- 


habitants of Jeruſalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray 
you, betwixt me and my vineyard, What could have been done 


more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore 


when TI looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, brought it 


forth wild grapes? And vom go to; I will tell you what I will 
do to my vineyard, I will take away the bedge thereof, and it 


ſhal be eaten up: and break down the wall thereof, and it ſhall 


be troden down. And tho' we have now no new Prophecies 
dieeliver'd us, every day, concerning the methods of his deal- 
ing with the Church on Earth; yet being himſelf always 
the fame, we may be ſure he obſerves ſtill the ſame mea- 


ſures of Wiſdom and Juſtice in his Diſpenſations towards 


it. And ſince we plainly find the Purity and greater Per- 


fection of the Church's Conſtitution, in old times, to be 


a greater Argument for his Preſervation and Deliverance 
of her, we muſt conclude the ſame wow, with reſpect to 
any Chriſtian Church at preſent, where the Purity of 
Religion ſhall prevail. The ſame tender Care for the 
Salvation of Men's Souls will incline and oblige the Father 
o, Mercies to continue them in the Poſſeſſion of the beſt 


Religion upon Earth, our own, till there is no Hopes left 


that Men will be the better for it, and till they render 
themſelves utterly unworthy of the Bleſſings they enjoy: 
And when they are once come to ſuch an height of Tni- 


quity as this, it then becomes Mercy in God to with- 


want of Improvement under ſo excellent a Religion, it 
muſt only turn to their greater Condemnation. 

I have now endeavour'd to ſhew you, how far we may 
depend upon the general Promiſe of Protection made to 


the Church, as it reſpects our ſelves in particular; and by 

what meaſures we may judge of God's more eſpecial Re- 
gard to, and Care over, any Conltitution; namely, as 
tis the beſt and pureſt in it ſelf, and produces anſwerable 


Fruits in the Lives and Practice of Men. 


I ſhall now go on, Secondiy, to repreſent our former 


great Deliverances by the Providence of God over us; 
and how fully God has acquitted his Promiſe hitherto, by 

_ defending us both from the Deſigns, and againſt the ma- 
licious Objections, of our o Enemies of the Church of 


Rome; and that with a more particular regard to the Oc- 
caſion of this Day. „ 


*Tis well known, amongſt thoſe that have heard, or 


underſtand any thing of the Hiſtory of our Reformation, 
what violent meaſures, and ſly artifices of Deviliſb Policy 
were made uſe of, in thoſe firſt and perilous times, either 
to keep us always in our Errors, or to bring us back again 
to them, by a Set of Men of the /oofeft Principles, and 
blackeſt Malice; who regard Religion it ſelf no further 
than as the Pretence of it will ſerve to gratify their own 
wicked Deſigns, and keep up the Pomp and Grandeur of 
their Apoſtate Church. For Popery is a Religion, if it 
deſerves that Name, that ſtrikes at the very Root of 
Chriſtianity, and wounds it in the moſt tender and vital 
parts; bringing down the high and heavenly Doctrines 
of our Bleſſed Saviour to ſerve a mere worldly carnal In- 
tereſt, and to keep up an unjuſt Uſurpation upon the 
= „ Eſtates 
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draw the means of Grace from them; ſince, upon their 
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Eſtates, Liberties, and Conſciences of Men: A Religion, 
whole Godlineſs is only gain, whoſe Doctrines are ſenſual 
and Deviliſh, whoſe Devotion is Superſtition, and whoſe 
Diſcipline is Tyranny: Which endures no Reitraints of 
Conſcience, when they ſtand in Competition with pre- 
ſent Intereſt and Power: Which indulges Men in a Life 
of Looſenels and Senſuality, changing or reverſing all 

the Sanctions of the Goſpel ; and evacuating the utmoſt 

Force of them, by accepting, inſtead of conſtant Holinels 
of Life, an eaſy Penance ; and for the eternal Puniſh— 
ments of another World, denounc'd upon every ſoul of 
man that does evil, propoſing only a ſlight Cenſure, or a 
Sum of Money. 


And 'twas with theſe Men's Principles and Practices 
our Church has been wow conflicting almoſt two hundred 
Years. And their Malice againſt us has been always 
heighten'd and enrag'd, by the greater Oppoſition there 
was (till between them and us in matters of Religion, 


And as they never wanted Principles, ſo neither did they 
frequently Opportunities to our Ruine, had not the Hand 
of God himſelf interpos'd for our Security. When our 
Church at the Beginning of the Reformation was yet ten- 
der, and but a very /ittle Flock, it was forc'd however to 
grapple with the long - ſettl'd Uſurpations of Prejudice, and 
againſt all the Diſadvantages of an Enemy, arm'd with 
Terrors, and fir'd with Revenge. How many Deſigns 
were ſtill in hand, either by Fraud or Violence to have 
overturn'd the Church of England, and to have ſtifled it in 
its very Infancy ! * Twas compaſs'd in by Enemies on every 
ſide: without were fightings, and within were fears: Fears 
even from thoſe who pretended to be her Friends, and yet 
were ready, upon any favourable Occaſion, to have let 
SE in 
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in the Enemy upon her with all his Violence. And yet 
we fee the invincible Strength and Firmneſs of Truth, 


however zaked and unarm'd with temporal Advantages, 
when ſupported and ſultain'd by the ſecret Aid and In- 
fluence of Heaven. How did our Church, in thoſe days, 
ſtand firm in the midſt of all the Floods of her Perſecutors, 


pas ſafe through all their Attempts, and at the ſame time 
Triumph over all their Objections. 55 


For neither did they fail in any ſupply of Hit or Ar- 


tifice of Learning, if any had been ſufficient, to oppoſe 
the Truth, and to have ſupported Error. Almoſt all the 
Means and Opportunities of Learning were, at that time, 


in their Hands ; and by a long Uſe and Preparation, they 
had Arguments ready upon every turn; and Indultry 
enough to apply them with all Advantage. And yet even 
then, by the good Providence of God, there were found 
Men amongſt us able to ſtand up in our Defence; to en- 
counter our ſharpeſt Enemies at their own Weapons; and 
to bear them aown, by the Force of Truth, to their 


Confuſiun. 1 


Such as this was the perpetual Conteſt for many Years; 
and notwithſtanding our Adverſaries were ſtill the more 


whetted by conſtant Oppoſition, and had gone as far in 


the Reſearches of Learning, as *twas poſſible for Men of 
the beſt Abilities, and greateſt Application, of that time; 


yet God Almighty never left his Church without able 
Pillars to ſuſtain her; and added more Strength, where 
the Weight was heavier, and the Exigence and Necellity 


of times requir'd it. So that even the Jeſuits them- 
ſelves, thoſe refin'd Diſputants, ſo well vers'd in all the 
Shifts and Quirbs of Reaſoning, have been forc'd to give 

out in their way at /aff ; and ſilently to own the Burden 


too 
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too great for them, and their Cauſe too bad to be de- 
fended by ſuch Methods. So far has the Promiſe of God, 
in the Text, been verified to our Church already; in that 
She ſurmounted all rhe Objections of her worſt and moſt 

ingenious Adverſaries, and condemn'd to Silence every 
tongue that role in judgment to oppoſe her, 


But when theſe meaſures were entirely diſappointed, 
there were other ſtill ſucceeding, to undermine our 
Church, by the more ſubtile Arts of Policy, and deep 
Contrivances of dark and hidden Deſigns. And 'tis to 
| theſe our ſure and faſt Friends the Jeſuits have chiefly 
had Recourſe of late, being leſs concern'd zow for that 
mighty Reputation of Learning, once in their Order, if 
they can ſerve their own Cauſe, and confound their 
Enemies, by Arguments found much more effectual than 
Diſputing: I mean, thoſe very powerful Ones of Fire 
and Fagot; of Cruel Maſſacres; of Plots and Conſpira- 
cles againſt the Lives of Kings and their People: one of 
which well urg'd, and ſet home, has very often done 
them more Service in a Nation, than fourty Arguments 

from Reaſon. . %) oj: 


And amongſt the reſt of theſe, the Conſpiracy of this 


Day claims the Precedence of helliſh Policy; and repre- 
ſents all their Skill in Ruine, and refin'd Arts in Blood F 
and Murder, at one View, A Deſign hatch'd with ſo 


much Malice, ſo deeply laid, and ſo ſecretly carried on; 
ſo nearly effected, and of ſo wide and deſtructive an In- 
| fluence if it had ſucceeded, that we may defy the Records 
of former Times to ſhew an Inſtance like it, or the ut- 
moſt Villany of the preſent and future Ages to contrive 
one. A Deſign, that muſt have overturn'd our Con- 
ſtitution at one blow; laid all the Honour of our Nation 

1 eee Ws in 
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in the Duſt, at once; and have for ever prevented the 
means of our Recovery. ay 


If we judge then of the Greatneſs of a Deliverance by 


the Greatneſs of the Danger we eſcape ; it becomes us 


often 1n our private Thoughts, upon every Occaſion, 
however always upon the grateful Return of this Solem- 


nity, to render our higheſt Tribute of Praiſe and Thanks 
to the God of Heaven, for this ſo great a Bleſſing, that 


fo very nearly concerns us {if ; the Influence of which 


wee feel all of us at this very Day :- ſince without it we 
ſhould either, moſt of us, not have been at all, or have 


been always miſerable. And now we are all well and 


happy this Day, and rejoicing under the Protection, and 

in the Senſe and Influence of God's Mercy; For which thy 
name, O God, be prais'd from generation to generation. The 

Fathers ſhall tell the children and declare thy truth. For is 

there a nation under heaven, that has God ſo near to them for 
their defence and ſafety, as this great and happy people; 

_ Happy if they know their own Happineſs, and have the 


Hearts to give God the Praiſe and Glory for it! He is the 


roc of our defence, and the God of our ſalvation; There- 
fore will we not fear though the earth be moved; and though Pſal. 46. 


the hills be carried into the midſt of the ſea. Though the 


waters thereof rage and ſwell; and though the mountains 


| ſhake at the tempeſt of the ſame. 


And ſo I come to the Third and Laſt part of my Diſ- 
courſe, to ſhew how well qualify'd our Church 1s at pre- 


ſent to anſwer the Cavils and Reproaches of her Enemies, 
and how we may fill hope to be ſecur'd from their 


Deſigns. 


And this I take to be very pertinent to the Aim and In- 


rendment of my Text, which is not levell'd at the 
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Church's Enemies of any one particular Strain or Deno- 
mination ; but reaches out a Promiſe of Protection and 
Security from their Attempts and Object ions againſt her 
in all Ages. I ſhall mention thoſe however, that have 
the neareſt Relation to this preſent Time of our Solem- 
unity; and which, though we have anſwer'd them never 
ſo often before, by Arguments drawn both from our 
Principles and Practice, are yet /i produc'd and urg'd 
againſt us, by ſome Men, in order to their own Deſigns ; 
when, at the ſame time, they themſelves are, or ought 
to have been, entirely convinc'd, both of the utter Va- 
nity and Slander of them: And they are theſe that 
E 9 On JO ouREs 0: © 


That our Church is Popiſb in its Ceremonies and Diſci- 
pline; and that thoſe Men, who ſtand up with the greateſt 
Zeal in her Defence and Vindication, are Popiſhly inclin'd, 
and affected to a Popiſb Intereſt. 


A4 s to the Former of theſe, one would have expected, 
aſter ſo many laborious Tra&s, written on purpoſe to vin- 
dicate our Church in this point by Men, who many of them 
_ themſelves ſuffer'd in their deareſt Intereſts, and ſome of 
them in their very Lives, for their Oppoſition to Popery, that 
{urely this Objection ſhould have been now quite out of 
Doors; and that, though. Men might have retain'd the 
fame ancient Malice (till againſt our Church as ever, yet 
they might, in Prudence, have ſpar'd themſelves the 7ale 
_ pains of attacking it by a Weapon, that had loſt all its 


Edge and Force againſt us ſo long ago. Tis not poſſible 5 


for me, in a Diſcourſe of this ſhort Compaſs, to paſs 
through the long Stages of this Controverſy in all its 
parts ; it may be ſufficent only to referr Men to ſome of 
theſe ſubſtantial Treatiſes written in our Defence upon 
TI LOOPS GIT IVY + FAILS. - — 
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this Subject, with ſo much Clearneſs, and Strength, and 
Force of Argument, that we have never known them 


yet anſwer'd to any purpoſe ; and we are ſure they never 


can be. Thoſe that I ſhall mention are, Bp. Jewel's Apo- 


ogy for the Church of England, and Mr. Hooker , and 
Mr. Chillingworth's Books; the /aft of whom was treated 
| withall the Rudeneſs and Inſolence by the Faction, both 


in his * Perſon and f Memory, for no other Reaſon ſo 
much, that we can think of, unleſs *twas, becauſe he 


had ſo effectually prevented and weaken'd their old 


Charge of Popery againſt the Church of England, by vin- 
dicating her ſo very clearly and powerfully from any Im- 


putat ion of that Nature. And to thoſe Men, who, after 
all the Pains and Travel of theſe great Men J have here 


nam'd, and others, the moſt learned in the World, will 


have the Courage, or the Impudence, till to be ſug- 
geſting this old thred-bare Cavil againſt us, I think it 
neceſſary at preſent to make no other Reply than this ge- 
neral one; That almoſt every Uſage of any Conſequence, 
_ enjoyn'd at preſent by the Church of England in her Service, 


is to be found in the ancient Liturgies and Hiſtories of the 


Primitive Church; long before ever Popery came to pre- 
Vail in the World, or the Church of Rome was known for 


its Corruptions cx. 


But then, as for the other ObjeQion againſt. 

us, That Church-men, in the Zeal they ſhew for the 

| Church, have ill Deſigns, and are affected to a Popiſh In- 
tereſt; this is a Cavil indeed of a more modern Date, and 

freſher Stamp, and fit to ſpring up in an Age ſo very cor. 


3 Ld. Clarendon, Book VIII. p. 365, 6. + By Cheynell at his Burial, 
| See Cheynell's Account of Mr. Chillingworth's Sickneſs, Death, and Burial, 


eſpecially his Speech at his Funeral. 
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rupt as this, and ſo utterly loſt to the true Spirit and Tem- 
per of Religion. We may remember however, how much 
Service this Cry of Popery, againſt the true Defenders of 
the Church, did thoſe ill Men, whoſe Deſign was no- 
thing leſs than to overturn it in the Beginnings of the 
laſt great Rebellion: And, when they urge it againſt us 
now, upon no more Reaſon, and with the {ame or greater 
Violence, than they did even then in thoſe worſt of Days, 
when all Men ſaw, by the ſad Conſequences, what they 
had been all along driving at; I would only ask, whether 
it may not give us ſome Suſpicion, that there is a Race 
of Men in the World taking their Aims, by the ſame 
means, at the ſame Bleſſed Ends, their Forefathers once 
accompliſh'd; to the utter Subverſion of our Conſtitution, 
-bothin'Churth and Stats. 


But how unreaſonable are Men in theſe malicious Sug- 
geſtions againſt us, for ever! What greater Evidence 
could poſſibly have been given at any time, that the Mem- 
bers of the Church of England are at the greateſt Diſtance 
from any Popiſh Inclinations, that we have not given 
them? Have 'we'not taken all the Oaths to the Qgeen's 
Majeſty, and the preſent Settlement, that were requir'd 
of us? And I am ſure, they are bound in Charity, and 
by the Laws of Chriſtianity, to think we have done it 
with a good Conſcience, and thorough Satisfaction to our 
Selves, till they can prove we have not; which we hope 
they never will be able. And yet after all, ſtill we muſt 
be Popiſhly affected ? FFV 8 


If Arguments from Reaſon and Charity will not ſatisfy 
them, let us come now to Hiſtory, and the Experience of 
former Times. Who, but the Church of England, and her 

beſt and moſt zealous Members, in a late unhappy Reign, E 
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when Popery was juſt rolling in upon us like a mighty 
Deluge, ſtood up with that Strength and Bra very to op- 
poſe its Progreſs, and were the great Banks and Shores to 
break the Violence and Fury of it? When the Diſſenters, 
(to their eternal Shame and Conviction be it ſpoken) paid 
| all their Addreſſes and Complements to the Government, 
And its Proceedings; and accepted many inſinuating Fa- 
. vours from it, which the Church. of- Eng land- men refuſed, 
upon Principles of Conſcience. But theſe Good- men! 
(notwithſtanding their ſeeming Stiffneſs againſt Popery at 
other times) could then comply to any thing, if they 
could but leſſen the Church's Eſteem and Authority by it; 
and come Popery, or whatever elſe, were very eaſy and 
well pleas'd, and careſs'd themſelves in their own Privi- 
ledges, only to ſee s beneath themſelves. . 
IL ſhall not here inſiſt, that almoſt all thoſe noble De- 
fences, that were written againſt Popery in thoſe times, 
Were done by the Hands of Church-men ; all beſides 
Three * cold Pamphlets, that ſtole out as it were in Moon- 
light, as if their Authors had been aſham'd of them, and 
perhaps they had ſome reaſon. But I will not urge this 
any longer as an Objection againſt theſe Men, that they 
wrote no more againſt Popery in thoſe Days, for it may 
be they were not able; J] am ſure tis an Argument of our 
Charity for them, if we think ſ . 
But then beſides, Did not many of us actually ſuffer 
in our Reſiſtance of Popery at that Time? In this great 
and learned Body of our own Uziverſity, Was there not 
one whole Society turn'd out of all their Intereſts, for 
their brave defence of their Religion, and a good Con- 
ſcience? And all the reſt were prepar'd in Mind and Will 
to undergo the ſame, little leſs than frery Trial, upon the 
ſame Reaſon. At that Time, Men that had no great 
See the Catalogue of Books and Pamphoicts written at that ume againſt Popery. 
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Kindneſs for us before, even our worſt Enemies, were 
Aſbam d, and convinc'd that we had no mixture of Popery 
in our Principles, when they faw our Practice ſo clearly 
prove it beyond all Queſtion. And why is this Argument 
in our Behalf, ſo ſoon forgotten in theſe Days? And why 
muſt Church-men ill be arraign'd as Papiſts? when the 
_ Papiſts themſelves will own they met with no ſeverer 
Checks and Oppoſition to their Proceedings, than from 
the beſt Members of the Church of England. © 
Will nothing ſatisfy the endleſs Jealouſies and Suſpi- 

cCions of Men? Will they never believe us that we are no 
Friends to Popery, that we are at the greateſt Abhorrence 
to, and Diſtance from it, and are ready to undergo any 

thing rather than comply with it? Will Men never be 

perſwaded that we are willing to ſuffer gain, unleſs they 

ſee us do ſo? And to ſee this indeed might perhaps ſerve 

togratify their Malice againſt us ; but, I am ſure, there is 
nothing wanting, without it, to ſatisfy their Reafon. 
I couldjſay a great deal more upon this point, but I 
muſt haſten to a Concluſion: And if what has been al- 
ready ſaid, be not ſufficient to put them, in ſome mea- 
ſure, out of Countenance with this ObjeQion of Popery 

_ againſt us, tis to be fear'd that nothing will: and there- 

fore tis to no Purpoſe indeed to dwell any longer upon 


» 


this Argument. )))VVVVVVVVVVV 
And ſince there is ſo much Reaſon on our ſide, againſt 
the Objections of our Enemies, we may ſtill hope to be 
ſecur'd from the Deſigns and Practices of evil Men againſt 
our holy Religion, if we are not wanting to our ſelves; if 
we don't deſert and leave our excellent Church in theſe 
evil Days, nor ſuffer our Love towards it to wax cold, by 
reaſon of that great Iniquity, with which theſe Times 
_ abound; if we continue to poſſeſs our Minds with a juſt 
Value and Eſteem for our holy Faith; if we — 
— — —— pig e 
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a firm and unſhaken Zeal for it in our Hears, and be 


ready to expreſs it, upon all Occaſions, in our Words and 
Actions, by a juſt and vigorous Defence of our Religion. 
Otherwiſe, the Goodneſs of God will never think it ſelf 
cConcern'd to ſecure us in the Continuance of a Church- 
amongſt us, though never fo good a one, if we our ſelves 
delpiſe it, and judge our ſelves unworthy of the great 


Advantages we enjoy: For he has no Delight in flothful 


Men, but will ſuffer thoſe Evils to overtake them, which 


they fear; and from which, tho' their very Hearts tremble 


at the Apprehenſion of them, yet they will not ſo much 


as reach out their Hands for their own Security. 
Above all, let us be ſure to add to our Zeal for our Re- 
ligion, the Virtues and Graces of a pure and holy Life ; 


for theſe will be our beſt Security from Evil, and will 


fight for us more than an armed Man. They will moſt 
effectually. ſilence the Calumnies and Ignorance of our E- 


nemies, and engage the firmeſt Protection of Heaven on 
our ſide. Let us be careful therefore to Add to our faith 


and Zeal, vertue; and to vertue knowleage ; * and to nom - 


leage temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience 
2 Pet. t. 5, 6. 


godlineſs; and to godlineſs brotherly kindmeſs ; ; and to bro- 
 therly kindneſs charity; for if theſe things be in us and abound, 


they will male us that we ſhall neither be barren, nor unfruit- 
ful; in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, under the beſt 


Means of Grace, and the pureſt Ng in the World. 


And may God Almigbiy give all Grave: at leaſt in thie our 


day, to know the things that belong to our Peace, before 


they are for ever hid from our Eyes, tor Jeſus Chriſt. 


his Sake: To whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, be given all Praiſe, Honour and Glory, 


throughout all the Churches of the Saints, now and 


for evermore. Auen. 
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